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EFFECT O F  WEATHER ON CROPS ARD FARMING OPERATIONS, AUGUST, 1920. 

By J. WARREN SMITH, Meteorologifjt. 

[Weather Bureau. Washington, Oct. 1,1920.1 

There was coiisiderahle in terrupt,ioii to farm work dur- 
ing much of August in the S0ut.h and in most of thtn 
Middle and South Atlaiidic Coast Stat.es by frequent. 
rains, and the totals for the mont.li were unusually lieuvy 
in much of that  area. Otherwise the weather wa.s gen- 
erally favorable for outdoor operations tirid all seasonal 
farm work made satisfactory progress, especially thnt, of 
harvestin and t.hras11ing the winter gmin crops. -It t,he 

ing completion in the 1nt.e nort,liwrstern r1ist.rict.s niitl t litit. 

satisfactory progress, with aniplc soil moisture in n c d y  
all sec.tions. Plowin wa.s gc~nertil in Illinois :it. t,lith c*losi> 

along than in an a.verage yeitr iii I<a.nsas. Some w h i t  
was sown in the northwestern )c-)rt,ion of the belt. 

coni, n e d e  5 moisture rather hadlv in  much of b issoiiri, 
Kentucky, and Illinois, nncI tlroughty conditions lint1 I W - ~  
corne severe in some interior sections hj- the niitldlt! of 
the month. These bonditions were largely reliwetl, I I I  )w- 
ever, soon theredter hy good rtiiiis in t,he cent,rnl Grettt. 
Plains, the lower Missouri, tind the oent,rii.l ti.nd up pi^ 
Mississippi Valleys, result.ing in ii. marked improwmcnt 
in the coni crop in those sections. Coni continued s:it.is- 
factory development in most of the South and in t.lie 
Atlantic Coast States, 1)ut in some nortli-cent.rti1 dis- 
tricts the lack of moisture and t.hc cool weather resul t,ed 
in deterioration. At the close of the niont:li the cvmtli- 
tion of tlie crop cont,inuetl ti.hovt! the zivernge in all of t,Iic. 
principal roducing States, esccyt in Illinois, and t h r r  

most sections, particular .s in tlie centmT Great Pl:titis. 
where the Bureau of Crop Est,iniat.es reported zi condit,icm 
of 140 to 190 er cent of  the IO-year merage, wit,li i i t i  
in1 rovenient r uriiig the periotl irf 20 to 25 pcr cent,. 

f on to rice harvest, iti h e r e  was considerahle in Lerrripti - 
the lower Mississippi Vall(ty m t l  the west C h l f  (1ist.rict.s. 
and some rice was rlrtmilgt~d 1)y too much rain. C h i l i  

close of t, f e mo1it.h the harvest of wint,er grain w:is iirar- 

rtratioii o P soil for winter-wheat, seeding niittle getieral y 

of the month, wtw we PI 1 a.dvrinced in Missouri, nrid furt1it.r 

At  the he inning of the nioiit f i growing crops! es >ec-ially 

of spring rain was progressing sti tisf t1.c tmily . The 1':~- 

1 

7 was a rat  P ier marked im rwenient. durinv the month in 

Q 

sorghums made sstisfactory development. in the lower 
Great. Pltiins hut were considerably later than usual in 
Knnstis! where there w-tis some fear as to maturity before 
frost. While buckwheat cont,inued in better condition 
t,liaii usiial in t,he priiicipa.1 producing Stat,es, there was 
some falliiig off in it.s condition, articultirly in parts of 

vliiiv during t l i c h  monbh rauigoil from 9 to 15 per cent, as 
re ort,tvI 1))- t,lie Bureau of C'rop Estimat,es. 

%iicli ctloudy, sliowc~y weather prwttiled in the cotton 
belt. aftcr t.lie first, clecude of the month mcl rainfall was 
f rrqii ri i t.ly esc  tssirc. The resid t wa.s etierti 11 y n nfuvor- 

o f  t.lic I)vlt, wit.lt much insect. damage, particularly from 
Ilouisi:i.tirt enst,vr-:ird. For thc! inoiith as a. whole, the 
wtint.her w:is fnirly flivorahle in tlie Carolinas, Tenesssee, 
. lrkmsi~.s,  i i t l t l  Tesns. ti.nrl t i t  its clcise the condition of 
c*ot,toii in  t.hose St,:ites wts iienr t.lie avemge, while the 
(wiiditiiiti wti.s fair to w r y  good in Oklahoma. -4s a re- 
nrilt of t.lw cont.itiuetI unfarora1)le weat.lier. liowtwr, the 
( ~ o p  tlctc?ricirat~ed in other portirms of the belt ctncl at. the 
(.lost. of the nioii t,li w:is in most.ly poor condition, par- 
t,iculnrly in Louisinnit, Mississippi, blnbanin, Geor ia, ~ i i d  

iiig g c ~ i c ~ ~ i l  iii Georvi:i iliitl southern Alttlmmtt aiid wa.s 
!)cygun in South C'liroha.. hut t,liis work was being delayed 
i i i  ninnj* sout.lierti sections of  the helt hy vontinned wet 
weather. 

111 co~isiclcriiig the cwnhiiied cotidithi of all crops by 
St,rit.vs at, t.he c~losi~ of the inonbh, tind t,he change in con- 
tlitiou iluring .Iugust., i t  is not,cd t,lint, at material improve- 
ment wtis rtwrtletl in nesrly all ctwtrzd clistrict.r, where 
rtiinfilll w:is generous during the niont,li. A deteriorat-ion 
wt1.s shown froiii Louisiana rtistwarrl, where escessivc 
rn.iiis c-~ccurred, niitl also from t,he tipper Lake region westr 
\i-:irtl, wlirre riiiiifdl wtis  deficient.. In  parts of the latter 
tirmi, t,lie tlecliiit~ w;i.s tis much as 111 per writ, while in  the 
writ.rai1 :tiid soli t h r n  Grriit Plains, where moistmure con- 
tlit.ions were mow ftivoruble, an iniprovenient, ranging 
from 5 to 18 pt'r cent, wis recorded. 

Ntw Englnnd. NCW Jersey. nnd h P aryland, where the de- 

:tl)lt? for cot.toii i u i t l  t.lic crop det,eriornte 5 in many sections 

Fbriclli. By tbe r i d  of the nioiit,h picking was 5 - J  ecom- 


